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Ancient Egypt was a civilization of ancient Africa, concentrated along the lower reaches of the Nile River,
situated in the place that is now the country Egypt. Ancient Egyptian civilization followed prehistoric Egypt and
coalesced around 3100 BC (according to conventional Egyptian chronology)[1] with the political unification of
Upper and Lower Egypt under Menes (often identified with Narmer).[2] The history of ancient Egypt occurred
as a series of stable kingdoms, separated by periods of relative instability known as Intermediate Periods: the
Old Kingdom of the Early Bronze Age, the Middle Kingdom of the Middle Bronze Age and the New Kingdom of
the Late Bronze Age. Egypt reached the pinnacle of its power in the New Kingdom, ruling much of Nubia and a
sizable portion of the Near East, after which it entered a period of slow decline. During the course of its
history Egypt was invaded or conquered by a number of foreign powers, including the Hyksos, the Libyans,
the Nubians, the Assyrians, the Achaemenid Persians, and the Macedonians under the command of
Alexander the Great. The Greek Ptolemaic Kingdom, formed in the aftermath of Alexander’s death, ruled
Egypt until 30 BC, when, under Cleopatra, it fell to the Roman Empire and became a Roman province. The
First Cataract at Aswān, where the riverbed is turned into rapids by a belt of granite, was the country’s only
well-defined boundary within a populated area. To the south lay the far less hospitable area of Nubia, in
which the river flowed through low sandstone hills that in most regions left only a very narrow strip of
cultivable land. Nubia was significant for Egypt’s periodic southward expansion and for access to products
from farther south. West of the Nile was the arid Sahara, broken by a chain of oases some 125 to 185 miles
(200 to 300 km) from the river and lacking in all other resources except for a few minerals. The eastern desert,
between the Nile and the Red Sea, was more important, for it supported a small nomadic population and
desert game, contained numerous mineral deposits, including gold, and was the route to the Red Sea. To the
northeast was the Isthmus of Suez. It offered the principal route for contact with Sinai, from which came
turquoise and possibly copper, and with southwestern Asia, Egypt’s most important area of cultural
interaction, from which were received stimuli for technical development and cultivars for crops. Immigrants
and ultimately invaders crossed the isthmus into Egypt, attracted by the country’s stability and prosperity.
From the late 2nd millennium BCE onward, numerous attacks were made by land and sea along the eastern
Mediterranean coast. At first, relatively little cultural contact came by way of the Mediterranean Sea, but from
an early date Egypt maintained trading relations with the Lebanese port of Byblos (present-day Jbail). Egypt
needed few imports to maintain basic standards of living, but good timber was essential and not available
within the country, so it usually was obtained from Lebanon. Minerals such as obsidian and lapis lazuli were
imported from as far afield as Anatolia and Afghanistan.
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